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Peace and no Peace. 
OR AN 


ENQUIRY, Ge. 


T was the Opinion of a very 
learned Author of this Age, 
that no People in the World 
are more credulous or apter to 
fall into the ſame Errors than 
the Engliſh. 

In the ordinary Concerns of 
Life, Men ſeldom. ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be deceived twice by thoſe 
with whom they have any Com- 
merce or Dealings, but we have 
been amuſed and plunder'd for 
many Years, by the Spaniards, 
contrary: to the Tenor of ſeveral 
Ss and particularly that of 
B Seville, 
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Seville, and yet there are ſome 
ſo infatuated as to flatter them- 
ſelves with mighty Hopes, from 
the late Convention, tho it will 
be demonſtrated in the following 
Diſcourſe, that Spain is now more 
formidable than at the Time of 
ſigning that Treaty, and that the 
Trade and Affairs of Great Bri- 
tain are in a more languiſhing 
State. 

It will be in vain to think of 
eſtabliſhing the publick Tranqui- 
lity tall the younger Sons of the 
Queen of Spain are raiſed to 
Crowns and Diadems. Cor/ica may 
perhaps gratify her Wiſhes for 
one of them, and ſome Prince or 
State muſt be deyoured for the 
other. 

Nothing can give us a more a- 


dequate Idea of the Ambition and 


Deſigns oſ that Princeſs, than the 
Memorial delivered by the Im- 
perial Miniſters to the Maritime 

Powers, 
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Powers, during the late War in 
Germany and Italy, where after 
enumerating the many Conceſſions 
of the Emperor for preſerving 
the publick Tranquility, we have 
the following remarkable Words: 

e By ſuch ſignal Marks of Sin- 
« cerity and Moderation, the 
«* Emperor flattered himſelf with 
* having ſatisfied every Deſire of 
the Queen of Spain, at leaſt 
* for the preſent, but it happen- 
«ed quite otherwiſe, the Mini- 
« ſiſters of that Crown employed 
c themſelves in creating freſh 
“ Difficulties, and the more his 
* Britaunick. Majeſty laboured in 


„employing his good Offices, for 


* ending all Diſputes for the Ad- 
* vantage of Dan Carlos, the 


more buſy were they in taking 


*. Occaſion from thence, to inſi- 
* nuate at the Court of #/7enna, 
* that the Emperor would find 
his Account more in uniting 

| B 2 ce with 


| 
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„ with the Houſe of » Bonrbox, 
ce than in the Guaranties of the 
% Maritime Powers. 

Tis not improbable but the 
Queen of Spain may be ſo graci- 
ous as to think of our Wrongs, 
if we aſſiſt her in Saining new 
Kingdoms ſor her Sons, tho it 
muſt be acknowledged, we were 
but indifferently rewarded for e- 
ſtabliſning Don Carlos in ſtaiy, 
for whilſt our Fleet was employ- 
ed in that memorable Expedition, 
the Spauiſb Privateers were buſy 
in other Expeditions againſt our 
Merchant Ships in America, which 


is a ſtrange Kind of Retribution. 


Whether the Original of Nego- 
tiations is to be derived from the 
fallen Angels, according to the O- 
pinion of a celebrated Author of 
our Times, muſt be allowed to be 
an Argument of no {mall Difficul- 
ty; but from whatever Source 
ey are drawn, tis yery-eertan, 
no 
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no People have been leſs ſucceſs- 
ful in them than the Exgliſb. 
Nations, as well as Individuals, 
are diſtinguiſhed by their peculiar 
Talents and Diſpoſitions, ſome for 
War, ſome for Inventions, and 
others for Trade and Commerce; 
accordingly, we ſee all wiſe Na- 
tions in Purſuit of thoſe Objects 
that are conformable to their Ge- 
| nius and Politicks. 

But tis with great Regret that 
1 am compell'd to ſay, we have 
not obſerved thoſe ſalutary Max- 
ims for many Years, having fal- 
len into a new Kind of Com- 
merce that is no way adequate to 
the Genius of the People, nor 
43 perhaps to their Intereſt. 
Negociating was never the Ta- 
lent of the Engliſb, and tis a 
common Saying in the World, 
that whatever they guin in the: 
Field, they looſe. in the Cabinet; 
and indeed few of our Treaties. 

have 
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have eſcaped publick Cenſure, and 
the Miniſters have as often been 
in Danger of loſing their Heads. 
Since this Trade of Negociating 
then; ſeems to be unequal and 
diſproportion d to our Genius and 
Manners, it may be thought a 
little ſurpriſing that it ſhould be- 
come the ſole Object of all our 
Cares and all our Application, 
and eſpecially when we confider 
they have produced no real Ad- 
vantages to the Nation, whatever 
they might do to the — | 
tors. | 
The only a in our 
Hiſtory that was drawn out into 
an exorbitant Length, was that 
for the Reſtitution of the Palati- 
nate in the pacific Reign of Ring 
James the firſt, in which, ſuch a 
Number of Embaſladors were em- 
ploy d, as gave occaſion to a Farce 
then acted at Bruſſells, where 
ane of the Actors enumerates the 
| Quotas 


1 
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Quotas of the ſeveral Proteſtant 
Princes that were then entering in- 
to a League againſt the Houle of 
Anftria. The King of Denmark, 
ſays he, will ſend a Hundred Thou- 
ſand Foot; the King of Sweden a 
Hundred Thouſand Horſe, and the 
King of Grea!-Britain a Hundred 
Thouſand Embaſſadors. 

There is, no doubt, but Nego- 
tiations are very ſubſervient to the 
Defigns of ambitious Princes and 
conquering Nations, by leading 
their Neighbours into a falſe Secu- 
rity, under the Umbrage of Trea- 
ties, whilſt they are forming 
Schemes to extend their Conqueſts. 
This was the Practice of Leis XI. 
who laid the Foundation of the 


Grandeur of France, and paſſed a- 


way moſt of his Reign in Negoti- 
ations. Rzchlieu purſued the ſame 
Plan in that of Lewis XIII. 
Spain ſeems now to have the like 
Views; but what Inducement we 


who 
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who have no ambitious Views, 


and are a trading People, can pro- 
poſe by ſquandering away ſo much 


Time and Treaſure in Negotiations, 
is ſtill a Myſtery ; we have been 
in that Train with the Spaniards 
tor ten Years, without any Fruit of 
our Labours. 

We have had, with them, in that 
Period, Treaties of Peace, F riend- 
ſhip, Commerce and Reſtitution 
for Injuries, in the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt explicit Terms, which ſeem'd 
to be enter'd into with no other 
View, on their Part, than to plun- 
der with a better Grace and leſs 
Danger; ſince the Concluſion of a 
Treaty always ſuppoſes a Return of 
Peace, and conſequently diſarms 
the Party offended. 

Before we proceed further, it 
may be proper to exhibit an Ex- 
tract of thoſe Treaties, which will 
enable the Reader to judge of the 


Faith and. Probity of the Spani/b 
Court, 


0 17 

Court, and whether any ſubſequent 
Conventions can promiſe us more 
Succels. 
By the cn ſigned at the 
Pardo, 1728, and by the Treaty 
of Seville, in 1729; it is ſtipula- 
ted © That Spain ſhall forthwith 
ce cauſe Reparation to be made for 
the Damages that have been ſuf- 
« fered in America, fromthe Time 
« preſcribed by the Preliminaries 
< for the Ceflation of Hoſtilities, 

< and as to what relates to the 
e Me. Indies, from the Time that 
= Notification of them was 
ec received in thoſe Parts, and that 
< his Catholick Majeſty ſhall pub- 
lh the moſt rigorous Prohi- 
< bitions for preventing, for the 
future, the like Violencies. 
And as to Captures and Depre- 
* dations before that Time, it is 
5e agreed, that Commiſſaries ſhall - 
< he nominated, with ſufficient 
* Powers to examine into the 
| C * Com- 
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« Complaints brought before 
* them, and to give to the injur d 
« Party all juſt Satisfaction. 
One would imagine that theſe 
Words did not require any Com- 
mentaries ; but it ſeems the Hpa- 
niards did not interpret them in 
the ſame Senſe with us; ſince our 
Merchants have been ſo far from 
receiving any Compenſation for 
the Damages receiy'd before that 
Treaty, that one might imagine 
the Spaniards enter d into it, with 
no other View than to continue 
their Depredations, tho it is Sti- 

pulated, hat the King of Spain 
2 publiſh the moſt rigorous 
Prohibutions for preventing, for 
the future, the like Violencies: 


Tis true, Commiſlaries were ap- 


pointed, and, if I remember right. 
they had two Meetings in the Space 
of 11x Years, ſo that we may ſay 
of them atleaſt that they proceed- 
ed with great Deliberation. =. 
E 


WR 
The Publick has not been yet 
favour d with any Narrative of the 
Proceedings of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who had large Sallaries; but when- 
ever it appears in the World, it 
will, no doubt, be placed amongſt 
the Anecdotes of the preſent Age. 
J Whether the new Commiſſioners 
to be nominated; purſuant to the 
late Convention, will be more ſuc- 
ceſsful, muſt be left to the Decifi- 
on of Time; but if we compare the 
F preſent Condition, of Spain with 
that in 1729, we have a very 
gloomy Proſpect before us. 
Spain has, within that Period, 
conquer d two of the moſt fruit- 
ful Countries in the World, for 
one of her Infantas, and ſeems by 
her Conduct to keep all her Neigh- 
bours in a State of Terror and 
Alarms: She grumbles at Portu- 
gal, nothwithſtanding the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Blood and Alliances: She is 
angry with France; and the old 
x = Car- 
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ger. The Dutch are bullied, and, 
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Cardinal with all his Fmeſs's has 
not yet been able to bring the 
Spaniſh Court into any Meaſures: 
The Emperob's Italian Dominions 
are not exempted from Menaces, 


and Tuſcany. not free from Dan- 


we are fed. with Negotiations, 1 
whilſt our Merchants are plun- 
der d, and our, whole Commerce 
to America in a very languithing 
State. 

Whether the intrinße Force 
and Power of Pain are not ade- 
quate to this angry Mien which 
they have aſſumed towards their 
Neighbours, 1s difficult to deter- 
mine ; but tis very certain we 
are now in a much worſe Condi- 
tion, to bring them to Terms by 
Force, than we were in the Near 
1729, hen we were in the beſt 
Underſtanding with the Houſes 
of Auſtria and Baurbon, our good 
* the Heollangers, and 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral Princes who ſeem now to 
be in Purſuit of other Views. 
The Spaniards are not content 
with diſturbing their Neighbours 
in the old World, they keep them 
under perpetual Apprehenſions in 
the New, where they now have a 
very. formidable Fleet; they have 
lately, and that ina Time of pro- 
found Peace, made Attempts up- 
on one of the Portugues ſe Colo- 
nies, and thoſe of England and 
Holland are compelld to be at the 
Expence of maintaining a milita- 
ry Force, to prevent Surpriſe. 
But tis not the firſt Time that 
the Crown of Spain formed De- 
ſigns of univerſal Monarchy and 
diſturbing the World. 
Charles V, and Philip II, made 
great Efforts towards enſlaving 
it. There has lately been pub- 
liſhed a celebrated Oration on the 
Ambition of the latter, by M. 
* er heiden. It would ſeem by 


the 
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. 
the Conduct of the Court of Spain 
for. many Years, that ſhe is form- 
ing Defigns of the ſame pernici- 
ous Tendency. The Low-Conn- 
tries, lays that great Man, have 
for twenty Tears groaned under 


the Miſeries of War, without 
breathing. Portugal, O Philip, 
complains you have by Fraud and 
Artifice robb'd her of her Prince 
and her Liberties at once France 
is laid waſte by the Duke of Guile 


and bis Aſſociates, thro' your In- 


trigues and Aſſiſtance. Poland, 
that was flouriſhing and happy, 
is now weakend and oppreſſed 
by your Means. England mut 
alſo be a Witneſs again/? you, 
which the divine Goodneſs hath 
lately reſcued out of your Hands. 
In ſhort, all Nations, either pub- 
tickly or privately, cry out for 
Vengeance againſt you for the Sor- 


rows and Miſeries they endure. 


Such 
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Such were the mighty Atchieve- 
ments of the Spaniards in the 
i5th Century, when they were 
leſs formidable in Wealth and Ar- 
mies than at this Time. 

The chief Motive that induced 
me to give this View of the De- 
ſigns of Spain, is to undeceive 
thoſe who may be credulous e- 
nough to depend upon Treaties 
which, as was obſerved before, 
have never had any Weight or 
Regard with ambitious or con- 
quering Nations. 

Tho' tis a Truth which I am 
perſuaded will not be conteſted, 
that no Country was ever more 
diſtinguiſhed for aukward Politi- 
cians, than England, yet it muſt 
be granted, at the ſame Time, 
that no Land was ever more fer- 
ie in Court Flatterers and Scrib- 1 
ers. 

Neceſſity may indeed be ſome 
Plea for unfortunate Perſons to 
write 
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write falſe Panegyrics, and Pane- 
gyrics for Subſiſtence; but to fee 
a Right Reverend Prelate em ploy- 
ing his Pen in juſtifying fatlacious 
Treaties and Meaſures, 18 a ſhame- 
ful Practice, unworthy even of 
a Layinan' of the loweſt Clas. 

This Right Reverend Drudge 
gave us a long and labour'd En- 
comium upon the. Treaty of * 
Seville, tho it may be looked 
upon as the Source of all our 
preſentGrievances and Complaints. 


It anſwers, ſays the Right Reve- | 


rend Scribbler, all our Purpoſes, 


all we could expeft from a Treaty, 
and REMOVES ALL THE GRIEVANCES 
which we before complain a of, | 


the whole of which is reducible 
10 theſe two Points, their Viola- 
tion of former Treaties, with 


Ke 1 8 to murrer, and with , 


The Treaty of Swi, and the Meafures that have 


Reſpet| a 


been taken, c. 1729. 
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Re ſpect to our Poſſeſſions, bu both 
theſe Points are now ſecured, &c. 
How clearly he foreſaw the 
Conſequences : of that Treaty is 
pretty. well known to our Mer- 
chants eſpecially, who may well 
call it the ſecond . of the 
Spaniſh Depredations. 

It ſeems the Right Apen 
Drudge has no Talent for ma- 
king any tolerable Conjectures up- 
on future Events; he is a Prieſt 
indeed, but he has not the leaſt 
Portion of the prophetick Spirit; 
he may however be reckoned a- 
mongſt Baal s lying Prophets; the 
Truth is, he is ſo well pleaſed 
vith the Preſent, that he 18 little 
ſollicitous about the Future, ex- 
cept it be to deceive the Nation 
in his political Writings... -- 

IntheYear 1732;the Publick was 
Lbs d with one of theſe Pieces, 
which has a Bet N Title 

| D indeed; 
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indeed; The natural Probability of 
a taſting Peace in Europe, &c. 

This contains, as all his Works 
generally do, the moſt exorbitant 
Encomiums upon the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of the preſent Admini- 
ſtration in eſtabliſhing the pub- 
lick Tranquility upon a laſting 4 
Foundation ; for vihich: end, he 
thought it neceſſary to Cenſure or ; 
rather Condemn all former Mini- ; 
ftries, in order to:give the greater 
Luſtre to the preſont. 

Hung thus ſhe dun, ſays this 3 


Scribler what Proſpec Europe hal 


of Peace at thoſe tuo memorable | 
Events, the Death of King Willi- 
am, and the Endof' Queen Atme's 
Reign, we come with better Ad- 
vantage to cb Eẽ The Hopes o/ 
Tranquility whith we have 25 pre- 
ent; aud ibeſe I haue the 14 I 
 Satisfattion to vbferve, are built 
upon much ftronger Foundations, | 
than ever were laid before this 
Time 


—— 
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Time, by any Treaty or Alliance, 
. or by any Concurrence of Iucidents 
f within theſe foriy Years pa/l. 
| Laſtly, Let us turn our Eyes to 
Spain and Italy, the latter ſettled 
in Peace, and the former greatly 
obliged by that very Settlement; a 
Prince o Spain peaceably introdu- 
ced into Tuſcany with the Conſent 
of all Parties, under the Protecti- 
on of Great-Britain the States Ge- 
neral, and the Emperor. Thus no 
Dye remain concerning Italy, 
whilſt at the ſame time, the Court of 
Spain 16, from this very Settlement of 
Italy, obliged to live in perfect Friend- 
ſhip with the Britiſh and Imperial 
Courts. 4 
But unluckily for this falſe Pro- 
phet, a cruel War broke out, the 
very next Year, as well in Italy as 
in Germany, and the publick Tran- 
quility is ſo far from being eſtabli- 
{hed, that the Powers of Europe 
1 
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were never in a more gy or un- 
ſettled State. 

The Right Reverend Drudge. 
has not for ſome Years iſſued 
any political Lucubrations, except 
the Nature of the Sacrament, 
which has been juſtly cenſured 
by all orthodox Divines ; but the 
Reaſon of this Inaction is, that 
he has no Thoughts of any further 
Tranſlations, having now the moſt 
profitable Church Preferment in 
the Kingdom, and tis well known 
that he never employ d his Pen 
but when there was {ſomething of 
that Caſt in View; for tho he would 
perſuade the World, 'that he is. 
warmly attached to the Proteſtani 
Succeſſi n; yet he never wrote 
one Argument in ſupport of it, in 
the four laſt Years of Queen 
Anne's Reign; but the Reaſon 1s 
very obvious. There was then no 
Proſpect of Ecclefiaſtical Promoti: 


The 
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The whole Scope of this Digre- 


ſſion is to undecieve the World, by 
pointing out an abandon'd Divine 
Who has employ d all his Time and 
his Pen in ſhamelefs Flatteries, and 
in the Defence of the moſt unwar- 
rantable Proceedings, for Lucre 
and Preferment, to which End he 
has proſtituted even the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. 

Were there any Proſpects of 
Moving to another See, tis highly 
probable, we ſhould have lome 
Encomiums upon this new Con- 
vention, Which has given leſs con- 
tent to our Merchants than even 
the famous Treaty of Seville; and 
tis, indeed, pretty extraordinary 
that the King of Spain, who ſup- 
plies all the World with Silver, 
ſhould not be in a Condition to 
diſcharge ſo inconſiderable a Sum as 
95000 /. in leſs than four Months; 
it that really be the Caſe, we have 
no great Reaſon to dread the Con- 

ſeguęnces 
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ſequences of a War, with him ; 
but. I am more inclinable to believe, 
the Scope of that Management, is 
to give the Spaniards an Opportu- 
nity of forming ſome new Pretenfi- 
ons to cittidiraſh the Affair, which 
is no way ſurprrzing, when we 
look back upon their uſual Chicane 
and Evaſions. 

But how trifling is that Sum, 
when we compare it to the Loſſes 
of the Crown and Subjects of Great 
Britain, which have been compu- 
ted by an ingenious Gentleman, in 
one of our publick Papers, at no 
leis than fifteen Millions. I own 
my ſelf, indeed, not to be well 
Skill'd in Calculations, but if this 
Author's Computation be juſt, we 
mall not receive {1x-pence in the 
Pound. | 

It might be well imagined 
that the Deſign of this Convention, 
was to put a Period to all future 
Injuries and Depredations, þut | 

there 
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thereare ſome Words in theſecond 
ſeparate Article, that carry a very 
fufpicious Aſpect, and. ſeem to 
portend us no Good, which I have 


tran{cribed for the Reader 8 Satiſ⸗ 
faction. 


« And the ſaid Miniſters Ple- 
« nipotentiaries declare by theſe 
« Preſents, that the third Article, 
< of the Convention fſignd this 
c Day, does not extend, nor ſhall 
© be Conſtrued to extend, to any 
Ships or Effects that may have 
. 8 taken, or ſeized, ſince the 
« loth Day of December 1727, or 


0; © may be hereafter taken or ſei- 
wed. 


(wes we may naturally con- 
vin that we are not yet out of 


Danger; butasourPlenipotentiarics 
are Perſons of conſummate Penetra- 
tion and Experience in the Art of 
Negotiating, we have Reaſon to 
to „ they will guard us againſt 


luture 
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(32) 
future Evils, and eſpecially agairiſt 
granting the Spaniards any Pretext 
of Searching our Ships, conforma- 
ble to the Addreſs of the Houſe of 


Peers, laſt Seſſion of Parliament; 


for the leaſt Conceſſion of that kind, 
will enable the Spaniards, who are 


very expert in Interpretations, to 


extend it at Pleaſure. 

Indeed, we have very little 
Reaſon to expect any greater Be- 
nefits from our new Convention, 
than from the Treaty of Sevz//e, 
when we confider, that the Spani- 


ards have proceeded with their 


Depredations, whilſt 1t was nego- 
tiating, and that they refuſed to 
ratify it till the Meeting of our 
Parliament; however, tis not im- 
probable, but ſome Regard may 
be had to it during the Seſſion, 
and if our new Plenipotentiaries 
which, by the by, is a new Cha- 
racter for Perſons employed in 
regulating Commerce, if they, 1 

ſay, 


— Þ» 
ſays. mould not be able to finiſh 
their Task in the Time limited by 
the Convention, the worſt that 
can fall out is to ſign a new Con- 
vention, for enlarging the Time 

againſt next Seſſion, and ſo on in 
＋ . —  [ecularum. + 
It has been often obſerved of 
the Engliſh; that their Talents 
are much better adapted for im- 
proving than inventing, but I am 
thoroughly convinced no Nation 
ever excelled us in the Doctrine 
of Eæpedients, of which we have 
had a more plentiful Crop, for 
ſome Years paſt, than in all the 
precedent Ages; nor can any 
Thing be more juſt on that Topick 
than the Sentiments of the Author 
of the Conduct of the Allies with 
which Ill conclude this Eflay. 
We have hitherto lived upon 
" Expedients, which in Time, 
* will deſtroy any Conſtitution, 
whether ciyil or natural, and 
E. ee there 
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(349) 
there was no Country in Chri- 
/tendom had leſs Occafion for 
them than ours. We have di · 
etted a healthy Body into a 
Conſumption, by plying it with 
Phy fick, inſtead of Food; Art 


* will help us no longer, and if 
* we cannot recover by letting 
* the Remains of Nature work, 
we muſt inevitably-die.' 
2 11 * 
„ Dollg. 
Ty. 


6 
POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the Writing of this 
Treatiſe, the King of Spain's 
Proteſt has been publiſhed, 
by which he reſerves to himſelf 
a Power of ſuſpending the 4fjenzo 


Y Contraft, and declares the Con- 


vention ſhall have no Effect, till 
the Sourh-Sea Company ſhall pay 
him the Sum of 1ixty eight thou- 
g ſand Pounds; ſo that upon the 
Whole we have made a very 
pretty Bargain. bh 
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